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DRAFT MEETING MINUTES
Alsea Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC)
March 2, 2026

Benton County Alsea CAC Janet Hendrix called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  The meeting was open to the public virtually via a published Zoom link.

	COMMITTEE MEMBERS			
[bookmark: _Hlk216872890]Janet Hendrix, Chair
Mimi Stout, Virtual
Zeb Olson
Mystie Munsey
Tim Pearson
Randy Hart
Scottie Jones

Absent


	STAFF 
John Swanson, Benton County Community Development Department


	COMMUNITY MEMBERS
Sara Cash, Virtual

	PRESENTER




CALL REGULAR SESSION TO ORDER
Chair Janet Hendrix called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 P.M.

FLAG SALUTE
The Committee recited the flag salute. 

ROLL CALL
Roll call was conducted and a quorum was present. 

Committee members present participated in person and via Zoom, Benton County staff and community members were also in attendance. 

UPDATE ON PLANNING GOAL EXCEPTION (ESEE LETTER)
The Committee continued work on the ESEE (Economic, Social, Environmental, Energy) framework intended to support potential Planning Goal Exception considerations for the Alsea area. 

Discussion Highlights
Committee members discussed several themes to include in the draft ESEE narrative: 

Economic Considerations
· Need to strengthen local economic opportunities and support small business activity within the village
· Interest in identifying vacant or underutilized commercial and industrial properties that could support economic development
· Discussion of potential uses including small manufacturing, agricultural processing, and visitor-serving businesses

Social Considerations
· Importance of maintaining school enrollment and attracting working families to the community
· Housing availability was discussed as a key factor in sustaining the local workforce and community services
· Members noted that a significant portion of employees commute from outside the area

Environmental Considerations
· Desire to protect forest and agricultural lands while allowing appropriate village-scale development
· Recognition of the importance of balancing environmental stewardship with economic sustainability

Energy Consideration 
· Reducing long-distance community by supporting local employment opportunities
· Interest in encouraging renewable energy and energy-efficient development practices

Direction
· Committee members agreed to continue drafting sections of the ESEE letter for further review
· Additional supporting information, including land use data and community demographics, may be compiled to support the analysis

No formal action was taken

PUBLIC SAFETY / CRIME PREVENTION
The Committee discussed community concerns related to public safety and crime prevention in the Alsea area.

Discussion Topics
· Importance of maintaining communication with the Benton County Sheriff’s Office regarding rural enforcement concerns
· Interest in developing community awareness and preventative strategies to reduce nuisance actives and property crimes
· Recognition of limited law enforcement resources in rural areas and the need for community cooperation

Direction
· Members expressed interest in continuing discussions on community-based safety strategies and sharing information with County officials

No formal action was taken. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
John Swanson, Benton County Community Development, provided updates on County activities relevant to the Alsea area

Topics included: 
· Overview of ongoing planning and land-use initiatives affecting rural communities
· Coordination between County staff and community advisory committees
· General updates related to planning efforts and community engagement

Committee members asked clarifying questions regarding planning processes and opportunities for community input. 

No formal action was taken

UPDATE ON ACAC PROJECTS – CLINIC AND INCOME SURVEY

Community Clinic Project
The Committee discussed ongoing coordination related to the Alsea clinic project, including potential facility planning and community needs

Members emphasized the importance of maintaining local access to health services

Income Survey
The Committee reviewed progress on a community income survey, which is intended to support eligibility for potential infrastructure or development grants

Discussion included: 
· Methods for distributing the survey within the community
· Importance of collecting reliable demographic and income data to support funding opportunities

Direction
· Members will continue outreach efforts to encourage participation in the survey
· Survey results may support future infrastructure planning initiatives

No formal action taken.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
No formal public comments were recorded at this time

ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn was made and approved by consensus at 7:51 P.M.

UPCOMING MEETING
The next Alsea CAC will be April 6, 2026
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