
4500 SW Research Way 
Corvallis, OR 97333-1192 

 (541) 766-6819 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Disposal Site Advisory Committee (DSAC) 

September 10, 2025 
 

Benton County DSAC Vice Chair, David Hackleman, called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M.  The meeting 
was open to the public virtually via a published Zoom link. These minutes were made with the assistance 
of artificial intelligence. 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ATTENDING 
Rachel Purcell, Chair (Excused)   
David Hackleman, Vice-Chair  
Jennifer Field (Excused) 
Chuck Gilbert 
Brent Pawlowski (absent) 
Charlene Carroll  
David Livesay (Excused) 
Paul Koster, Republic Services 
Robert Kipper 
Peter Peterson 
Diane Cassidy 
 

STAFF  
Bailey Payne, Solid Waste Program Coordinator 

GUESTS 
Julie Jackson, Republic Services 
 

 

 

Key takeaways 

• Republic Services has appealed the Planning Commission's denial of the landfill expansion; the 
Board of Commissioners will review on October 22-23 at the fairgrounds. 

• Republic Services reported only 8 actual fires at the landfill over a 13-year period (2013-2025), 
contradicting claims of "20+ fires" made during CP hearings. A letter from the Adair Rural Fire 
Department documenting fire responses is included in the meeting packet. 

• Republic does not plan to implement additional fire monitoring or suppression systems at this 
time. 

• The Odor & Methane Subcommittee is exploring options for perimeter detectors to better identify 
odor sources. 

• The Groundwater Subcommittee is awaiting a copy of a revised monitoring program that DEQ is 
currently reviewing. 



• The Community Outreach Subcommittee is working to improve the complaint reporting system, 
recommending a more prominent "Report a Concern" button on the Coffin Butte website. 

• Nine committee members' terms expire at the end of 2025; members need to inform the chair if 
they wish to continue serving. 

 

Landfill Expansion Update 

o Bailey: The Planning Commission denied the expansion. Republic Services has appealed, 
and it will go to the Board of Commissioners, likely on October 22-23 at the fairgrounds. 

o Committee members: Discussed how the public will be notified about the upcoming 
hearings and comment periods. 

• Conclusion 

o Bailey will inform the DSAC when he learns more about the public comment process. 

o The Board of Commissioners will review the record and accept additional testimony. 

 

Fire Safety at the Landfill 

o Paul: Presented findings from Mike Larkin (fire department) showing only 19 calls over 13 
years, with only 8 actual fires. The other 11 were false alarms related to methane flares. 

o Paul: Only 2 fires occurred since 2017 

o Committee members: Questioned whether additional monitoring during red flag warnings 
would be prudent. 

o Paul: Stated that Republic does not feel additional fire monitoring is necessary given the 
data and their current safety practices. 

• Conclusion 

o Republic Services will not implement additional fire monitoring or suppression systems at 
this time, including “red flag” days. 

o The committee chair will write a note to the county expressing concerns about the lack of 
monitoring outside operating hours. 

 

Odor & Methane Monitoring 

o David H.: Reported that the subcommittee met at the top of Coffin Butte to discuss 
methane and odors. Proposed perimeter detectors to better identify odor sources (landfill 
vs. PRC). 



o Paul: Noted that analyzers cost $30,000-$50,000 each, require daily calibration, and 
monitoring trailers cost $250,000-$500,000 per year. 

o David H.: Mentioned exploring whether OSU graduate students might assist with sampling 
and analysis. 

• Conclusion 

o The subcommittee will continue investigating options for odor monitoring and analysis. 

o They will explore the possibility of working with OSU graduate students. 

 

Groundwater Monitoring 

o David H.: Reported that the subcommittee met with Seth Sadofsky of DEQ to review 
concerns about monitoring wells. 

o Peter: Learned that DEQ is reviewing a revised monitoring program from Republic Services. 

o Bailey: Requested a copy of this revised plan two weeks ago but hasn't received it yet. 

• Conclusion 

o The subcommittee is awaiting the revised monitoring program document. 

o Paul offered to have a groundwater expert speak to the committee. 

Community Outreach & Complaint Reporting 

o Dianne: Analyzed the 2024 community concerns report and found 50% of complaints 
came through DEQ. 

o Paul: Noted that complaints coming through DEQ often arrive a day or more later, making 
investigation difficult. 

o Julie: Recommended adding a prominent "Report a Concern" button on the Coffin Butte 
website homepage. 

o Charlie: Pointed out that the Republic Services website doesn't clearly direct people to the 
Coffin Butte landfill site. 

• Conclusion 

o Julie is working with the website team to improve navigation and reporting options. 

o The committee will work to educate the public about the most effective ways to report 
concerns. 

o Bailey will contact Laura at DEQ to encourage directing people to the Coffin Butte website. 

 



Committee Membership 

o Chair: Noted that nine committee members' terms expire at the end of 2025. 

o Chair: Asked members to inform him, Chair Purcell and Bailey if they wish to continue 
serving. 

• Conclusion 

o Members should notify the chair about their intentions to continue or step down. 

o Recruitment may be needed to fill vacancies. 

Challenges 

• Determining the most effective way to monitor for fires at the landfill when it's not in operation. 

• Finding cost-effective methods to monitor and identify odor sources. 

• Improving public awareness about the proper channels for reporting concerns. 

• Ensuring timely investigation of odor complaints that come through DEQ. 

• Obtaining the revised groundwater monitoring program from DEQ for review. 

 

Meeting Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 7:30pm (Robert K., Dianne) 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 12, 2025 

 

Action items 

• Bailey 
o Follow up on the public comment process for the landfill expansion hearings and inform 

DSAC. 
o Send another request for the revised groundwater monitoring program. 
o Contact Laura at DEQ about directing people to the Coffin Butte website for complaints. 
o Check if the 2024 annual report will be presented to DSAC before going to the Board. 

• David H. 
o Write a note to the county expressing concerns about the lack of fire monitoring outside 

operating hours. 
o Collect information from members about their intentions to continue on the committee. 

• Julie 
o Continue working with the website team to improve the complaint reporting system. 
o Follow up on adding a "Report a Concern" button to the Coffin Butte website homepage. 

• Paul 
o Consider discussing red flag warning protocols internally. 
o Arrange for the groundwater expert to speak to the committee if approved internally. 



• Odor & Methane Subcommittee 
o Explore the possibility of working with OSU graduate students on odor monitoring. 
o Investigate the cost and feasibility of perimeter detectors. 


