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Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)

• Result of Section 106 consultation for the removal of the Van 
Buren Bridge 

• Mitigation items for the community
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Items from the MOA
• Walking Tour Enhancements
• Multiple Property Documentation (MPD)
• Interpretive Stations:

• Turning Mechanism
• Pony Truss

• Bridge Key
• Educational Video Series
• Archaeological Data Recovery
• HAER (Historic American Engineering Record) Documentation
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Complete Efforts
• HAER
• Video Series
• Bridge Key (Complete)

• Archeological Recovery
• Report expected 2025

HAER recordation of the Van Buren Bridge (Straus, 2023)
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In Process
• Interpretive Stations:

• Turning Mechanism
• Pony Truss
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Coming Up Next
• Walking Tour Enhancements
• Multiple Property 

Documentation
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Interpretive 
Stations
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What’s included?

• Turning mechanism
• Pony truss
•  Interpretive panels 

• Language from the MOA:
• Accessible.
• Easy to maintain.
• History of Corvallis, the Willamette River, 

historic river crossings, archaeological 
site, and the Van Buren Bridge

• Parts of the mechanism, bridge 
engineering, the unique design of this 
bridge, and how the swing span operated
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Turning 
Mechanism
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How to exhibit the turning 
mechanism?

• It’s big!
• About 7 ft tall and 23 ft wide

• It’s solid steel!
• Can’t see through it when standing next to 

it
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The Project So Far

• ODOT proposed a 
location for 
consideration

• East bank of 
Willamette River

• Current location of 
construction yard
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Willamette River Crossing, 
Corvallis (ODOT TransGIS)
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First round of public feedback

• Four thematic areas of comment
• Location and Access
• Park, river, and trail connections
• Cost and upkeep
• Clear interpretation 

• 110 survey responses
• Six in-person meetings and an open 

house
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Cog is large!
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Concept 
Designs
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East 
Side
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East 
Side
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West 
Side



Moving on from the East side design
• Time sensitive 
• Cons outweighed the pros
• We’ve crossed it off the list of 

options

• Biggest concerns were:
• No parking
• Flooding potential 
• Far from main pedestrian traffic
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Interpretive Themes

• Consulting parties are 
invited to comment on 
interpretive themes and 
potential exhibits

• Van Buren Bridge History
• Ferry days 
• Citizens demand a bridge 
• Bridging the centuries 
• Challenges and changes 
• Time takes a toll 
• Preserving the bridge 

• The turning mechanism
• Engineering 

• Willamette River Natural History 
• Floodplain forest 
• Historic floods 
• Freshwater mussels 
• River birds 
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What’s next?

• New round of consulting
• Continued work on interpretive 

themes
• Deliberation on new location 

possibilities
• New public outreach effort
• Working closely with the City of 

Corvallis Parks Dept.
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Bonus – Decorative 
Friezes 

• Several designs will 
decorate the 
pedestrian side of 
the railing

• This salmon is an 
example
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Keep in touch

Kirsten Straus

503.302.8653
 kirsten.straus@ odot.oregon.gov
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