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SECTION A: Landfill Size/Capacity/Longevity 

Introduction:  
The following is a complete list of findings and recommendations put forth by 
individual members of the subcommittee. They have not been vetted and approved by 
the full subcommittee, and the majority and minority opinions have not been noted. The 
subcommittee will continue to work to refined these elements further. 
 
Key Findings:  
A) Size and Disposal Tonnage History 

1. 194 acres zoned landfill site. An additional 56-acre parcel south of Coffin Butte 
Road, while zoned LS, would not be used for disposal of solid waste unless approved 
by a conditional use permit and Department of Environmental Quality permit for 
solid waste landfill use.  

2. 23 tax lots associated with the landfill. Five tax lots include landfill cell disposal area. 
The most recent tax lots associated with the landfill were purchased in 2001 (non-
disposal areas). 

3. Historical permitted capacity benchmarks 
4. The amount of waste placed into the landfill has grown dramatically over the past 

40 years. In 1983, 375 tons per day were placed into the landfill (117,000 tons per 
year). By 1993, the tonnage volume increased to 310,000 tons per year. In 2003 
550,000 tons were placed into the landfill. By 2013, the waste tonnage was 479,000, 
and in 2021, 1,046,000 tons were emplaced. 

5. Reported remining airspace increased by over 6,000,000 Cubic Yards between 2003 
and 2004. Since 2004, reported remaining airspace has decreased gradually, while 
total permitted airspace has remaining somewhat constant. As of end 2021 
approximately 44% of permitted capacity remained unused. 

6. Near-term (circa 2025) capacity adjustments for 5-year operating plan 
7. Due to an expected additional influx of tonnage in 2017 (approximately 70% year-

over-year increase in CY2016-2017 was due to redirected flow from Riverbend to 
Coffin Butte), in December 2016 the franchisee and Benton County executed a MOU 
agreeing to an expected increase in Coffin Butte intake volume “for a term of 1-2 
years.” The slow downward trend in intake volume in the 2006-2010 period is 
explained by the franchisee as resulting from the economic downturn of 2008. The 
decreased intake volume in 2020 is attributed to the Covid-19 outbreak. 

8. Washington County waste tonnage accepted at the landfill increased by over 400% 
between 2016-2017, with the increased tonnage continuing through 2019. 

B) Specific locations  
1. Map of the landfill shows current and planned cells (G-03) 
2. The overview map included in the Benton County & Valley Landfills MOU 

Relating to Land Use Issues (2002) document, included here as Figure 6, 
clarifies the zoning boundaries. Of these 266 acres, 194 acres, all on the north 
side of Coffin Butte Road, were approved for waste disposal. 

https://www.co.benton.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/8136/landfill_mou_2002.pdf
https://www.co.benton.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/8136/landfill_mou_2002.pdf
Yeager, Mark
This narrative should be augmented by addition of the Figure 2 graph from page 13 of the Report.

Yeager, Mark
I don't think we can definitively say that the increase in waste volume since 2017 is due only to redirected flow from Riverbend closure. This discussion also needs to address Republic's  business development efforts to sign contracts and attract more waste to Coffin Butte.



SMMP Section DRAFT 1/17/2023 
Benton County Talks Trash Workgroup Report Draft #1 
 

C) Assumptions (e.g. when will the landfill close?)  
1. The most recent estimates from Republic Services project the site life of the 

landfill to be between 14.54-15.99 years, with two scenarios of accepting 
either 1,000,000 tons/year or 1,100,000 tons/year, each at a 2022 3-year Density 
Average of 0.999 Tons/CY, which assumes the quarry area will be fully 
excavated by the time the current cell disposal areas are full. 

2. The quarry dynamics are construction of the needed cells for future disposal 
areas. The herculean construction task is to excavate basalt rock to form the 
excavated design dimensions for construction of future disposal cells.  The 
assumption is that the excavated rock and the construction of future cells 
keep pace with the demands of increased volumes of refuse needed for 
disposal without interruption.  

3.  The complexities of demand and availability of refuse disposal is the crux of 
the puzzle to provide a viable sustainable material management process 
under consideration.  

 
Key Recommendations:  
A) Size  
B) Specific locations  
C) Assumptions (e.g. when will the landfill close?) 

 
Additional Information:   

-   
-   
- The full Subcommittees Report can be found here.  

 


